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Abstract

Starting from an Ancient Marriage Contract :
Historical reconstruction and research project of Ketagalan-Tatayo
Tribe in
Taipei City, Taiwan

Late 19" century marriage contract, early 20" century Japanese colonial era
household survey data and 17" century Spanish and Dutch Vereenigde Oost-Indische
Compagnie ( VOC ) archive documents, provide a rich, unmined source of information
about the missing Ketagalan-Tatayo aboriginal tribe’s culture and life style in

downtown Taipei, the capital city of Taiwan.

On the basis of historical data this project has collected, cultivated and analyzed,
proved that the shift from a hunter—gatherer to a labor-intensive agriculture, change
of government, opened up inequalities had discernible effects on tribe society. This
project also found that political power, official immigration, land and tax policy, plus
the massive urban land development for intervene decisively in affecting the

distribution of resources within the tribe.

The critical importance of this project is to gather the scarce resources of historical
records which are related to Ketagalan-Tatayo Tribe and its last chief family in the
past hundreds of years, as well as to reveal all those possible factors that lead to the
tragic result-this chief family abandoned its own indigenous identity and the whole

tribe disappeared completely from its homeland in late 20" century.
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